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What is OFFSCA-ID?
OFFSCA-ID is a research project which looks at:

Costs and benefits of social care support,

for ex-offenders with learning disabilities.


We will be working with people who have just left prison.

We will see how they get on and what support they get after leaving prison.
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We will work with them for 1 year.

Who is running OFFSCA-ID?

Professor Glynis Murphy is in charge of the project.

Professor Jeni Beecham will be helping out with the money and cost side of health (health economics).
The project will run for 2 years.

The project has been approved by the NHS and NOMS (National Offender Management Service).

Why is this research important?
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People with learning disabilities often receive little support when they leave prison as:
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Local Community Learning Disability Teams (CLDT) may find them too able for support OR
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[image: image9.emf]Social services says they do not meet FACS (Fair access to care services) criteria.
However, some professionals say that small amounts of support can make a big difference to service user’s lives.

The OFFSCA-ID project will work with people with learning disabilities who have just left prison, and their care manager or probation officer, for 1 year.
Here is what we do: 
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We will also carry out an interview with some men to hear the experiences of their support since leaving prison.

All the information will be used to see:

-If there is a link between social support and service user’s quality of life

-If there is a link between social support and rates of re-offending

-If there is a link between service user’s characteristics (e.g. age) with support cost
[image: image18.png]


Service users involvement?

‘Working for Justice’ is a group of service users with learning disabilities who may have been involved with the Criminal Justice System.
The group has already provided advice on the design of the project.

They will also help us develop the questions for the interview part of the project.
We have 2 more service users with learning disabilities on the project’s Steering group (looking at how the project is going).
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The measures we use

During the interviews, we will use:

The Social Network and Employment Scale- SONE
This looks at the support and social network of the service user, the impact it has on the service user’s lives.
Service use measure: The Client Service Receipt Inventory- CSRI

This collects information to estimate the cost of the person’s social support package.
Glasgow-LD Anxiety Scale

This looks at the anxiety symptoms of the service user (e.g. feeling worried).
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Glasgow-LD Depression Scale

This looks at the depressive symptoms of the service user (e.g. feeling low in mood).
Cummin’s Comprehensive Quality of Life Scales- COM-QOL scale

This looks at different areas of a person’s life (e.g. their health, emotional well-being and safety) to give us a score called the Quality of life score. It is about how good you think your life is overall.
Service user’s characteristics

We will also record some of the service user’s characteristics like their age and history of offending.

This is to see if there is any link between these factors with the level and cost of social support.
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How will this research help?
We want to find out the support available for ex-offenders with learning disabilities who have left prison and living in the community.
We also want to see the impact of the support on the person’s quality of life, mood and behaviour.

The project will give us information on the costs of social care and the benefits of such support.

This will help social service departments to make decisions about the support they offer.
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Contact us

If you are interested in the OFFSCA- ID project, we will be happy to send you more information.
You can ring:

Vivi Triantafyllopoulou

Research Assistant

Tel: 01227 82 7269

Email: pt94@kent.ac.uk 

Pak Chiu

Research Assistant

Tel: 01227 82 7269

Email: P.L.Chiu@kent.ac.uk 
Glynis Murphy

Professor of Clinical Psychology & Disability (lead for this research)

Tel: 01227 82 3960 

Email: G.H.Murphy@kent.ac.uk
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The Tizard Centre

University of Kent
Woodlands

Giles Lane Canterbury
Kent

CT2 7LR
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME
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(Offenders & Social Care- Intellectual Disabilities)
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Carry out an interview with each man to look at their:


Friendships (social network)


Use of services


Quality of Life


Health & wellbeing


Risky behaviours/ offences
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We will also carry out an interview with their care manager or probation officer to see:


The social support offered


Anymore offences occurred?


Their views on the client’s needs
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Repeat the same interview with each man
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Repeat the same interview with their care manager or probation officer
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Invite men with learning disabilities who are about to leave prison

















�      �


We will also invite their care manager or probation officer to take part
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If you would like to know more about the ‘Working for Justice’


group, please contact Neisha Betts at � HYPERLINK "mailto:neisha.betts@keyring.iorg" �neisha.betts@keyring.iorg�
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