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THE EUROGANG DEFINITION

A street gang (or troublesome youth group corresponding to a street
gang elsewhere) is any durable, street-oriented youth group whose
involvement in illegal activity is part of its group identity.




GANG RESEARCH AT KENT

Prison gang activity; 9\\

Street gang formation & activity;

Mental health & membership.

Soclo-cognitive processing in
gang members;

Girl gang members;

Sexual exploitation in gangs.

Inter-gang relations & violence;
Alcohol & inter-group anxiety;

Displaced aggression.

Core vs. fringe membership;

Intervention programmes & their
effectiveness;

Public perception of gangs.
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The aim of this study was to examine whether street zang membership, psychological factors, and social
factors such as preprison experiences could predict young offenders’ involvement in prison gang activity.
Data were collected via mdividual interviews with 188 young offenders held m a Young Offenders
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EXPLAINING THE GANG - UNIFIED THEORY

Individual
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EXPLAINING THE CORE-FRINGE DISTINCTION

Principle factor — Variable Commitment:
* Cores reject pro-social peers and commit to anti-social peers;
* Fringes maintain fluid associations between pro- and anti-social peers.

Important underlying factors — Fringes...
* ...describe relatively more unstable backgrounds;
* ...show relatively deeper emotional sensitivity and expression;
* ... possess relatively stronger commitment to traditional values, goals, and
social controls;
... externalise control and react more negatively to disappointment;
... display different motivations for forming social bonds;

... than do Cores.



EXPLAINING GANG VIOLENCE

Displaced aggression — aggression aimed at undeserving targets
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IN THE REAL WORLD...

Mental Health issues among gang members:
* Antecedent or consequence of membership?

» Working with clinical psychologists to improve
support and rehabilitation for former members.

Thanet and Car.terowy: Kot Folice targe
London drugs gangs

Margate Task Force:

* Working with Kent Police to understand recent, local
trends in gang activity.

Gang risk assessment (2017):

* Are anti-gang programmes effective?

* Working with YOIs, YOTs, and gang charities to assess,
streamline, and boost support provision.




